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All these details and a thousand others he writes metic-
ulously in his notebook. The seventy-three page diary of
The Road reveals him to be a well-bred and gentle boy in
spite of his rough background, nefarious activities and cut-
throat associates. The notebook is filled with character
sketches of the men he met, stretches of dialogue he over-
heard, notes on individual stories of how they came to be
tramps, railroad and tramp vocabularies, descriptions of
towns and scenes and adventures. Though the diary was
scrawled in pencil in box-cars, roundhouses, jungles, and
saloons, the writing is literate and lyrical, the charming
unstudied flow of a natural-born writer.

For the greater part the notebook is robust and joyous,
the picturings of a vigorous young man in love with all the
startlingly new and fascinating phenomena of life; but he
cannot keep himself upon his high plane of evowal, sustain
this eternal Yea! Suddenly his nerves are shattered, he
becomes depressed; in his notebook he will scrawl a passage
Dn the right to commit suicide which takes us back to the
night four years before when he fell off the Benicia pier and
decided that drowning was a hero's death. For him his own
life always had a strong death appeal.

Caught in a blizzard at the summit of the Rockies, where
he was freezing in an open blind, a friendly brakeman told
him that on the opposite track was the Reno detachment of
Kelly's Army. When Jack climbed into the box-car he found
eighty-four men stretched out, two feet of straw under them,
keeping each other warm. Since there was no available
straw upon which to step, he stepped on the men, who
promptly put him through their threshing machine, bandy-
ing him from one end of the car to the other until he f ound
an unoccupied bit of straw. Thus was he initiated into the
Industrial Army.

They were a j oily crowd; some of them were unemployed
who really thought they would get work from Congress,
others were tramps just going along for the ride, and still
others were young boys like himself out on the adventure
trail. While the car rode through the blizzard they instituted